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The what and where in our fisheries



Area-based “spatial” regulations are 
used for commercial and sport fisheries

My Goal: To give a broad overview of how area- 
based management is applied to major fishery 
categories.

Regulations may be State or Federal
(I don’t even try to keep it all in my head…)

Methods
•Latitude and/or longitude
•Depth
•Discrete areas
•Areas can change seasonally or as limits 
reached



Salmon Fisheries
• Latitudinal based regulations

• North/South of Cape Falcon
• North/South of Humbug Mountain

• Hotspot management
• Columbia River Control Zone
• State waters fisheries

• Area based mark selective fisheries
• Goal: provide opportunity while protecting stocks 

of concern and specific life stages
• Such as lower Columbia natural coho and Klamath 

River fall chinook
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Sport & Commercial Troll Salmon



Groundfish Bottom Trawl

• Managed by depth and 
latitude

• Goal: protect species of 
concern, most notably 
overfished (depleted) 
species (darkblotched, widow, 
and canary rockfishes)

• Areas to protect 
essential fish habitat 
(EFH)

– “those waters and substrate necessary to fish for 

spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity.”
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Commercial Non-Trawl Groundfish 
Fisheries

• Managed by depth and 
latitude

• Goal: protect species 
of concern, most 
notably overfished 
(depleted) species 
(Yelloweye and canary rockfishes)
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Highly Migratory Species

• Tunas, sharks, swordfish
• Managed by depth and latitude
• Goal: protect threatened/endangered species

• Turtles
• Whales 7



Sport Groundfish Fisheries
• Managed by depth
• Goal: protect species of 

concern, most notably 
overfished (depleted) species 
(Yelloweye and canary rockfishes)

• Yelloweye Rockfish 
Conservation Area
• Stonewall Banks
• Halibut and groundfish fishing 

restricted; all others allowed
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Pacific Halibut Fisheries
• Sport

• Managed by depth and latitude
• Goal: provide opportunity within 

allocations structured by depth 
and latitude

• North and south of Cape Falcon
• Inside and outside of 40-fathoms

• Commercial
• Managed by depth
• Goal: protect species of concern 

most notably overfished 
(depleted) species (Yelloweye and 
canary rockfishes)
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Commercial Ocean Crab Fisheries

• Dungeness crab
– Managed by latitude
– Goal: Provide opportunity while protecting molting 

stocks
• Other crab fisheries (box crab, tanner crab)

– Managed by depth
– Goal: Limit conflicts with Dungeness crab fishery 

regulations
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Currently Restricted Shoreline Areas – 
North Coast

• Marine Gardens
– Haystack Rock
– Cape Kiwanda

• National Wildlife Reserves
– Three Arch Rocks



Questions?



Currently Restricted Shoreline Areas – 
Central Coast

• Marine Gardens
– Otter Rock
– Yaquina Head
– Yachats
– Cape Perpetua

• Habitat Refuges
– Whale Cove (closed 

to all take)
• Research Reserves

– Boiler Bay
– Pirate Cove
– Neptune State Park
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